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glot village composed of Iroquois, Algonkins, and
Nipissings. Upon the opening of the English
régime, the Jesuit and Récollet missions were sup-
pressed, but those of the Sulpitians were undisturbed,
so that this mission at the lake is the oldest now ex-
tant in Canada.

Among the Algonkins of the Ottawa River (or
Grande Riviere), no permanent missions were attempt-
ed by any of the orders. Long the chief highway to
the West, the river was familiar to travelling mission-
aries, who frequently ministered to the tribesmen
along its banks, either at the native villages or dur-
ing the annual trading councils at the French posts of
Montreal, Three Rivers, and Quebec.

IV. THE HURON MISSION.

At the time of the advent of the French, the
Hurons (or Wyandots), allied in origin and language
to the Iroquois, numbered about 16,000 souls, and
dwelt in several large villages in a narrow district
on the high ground between Lake Simcoe and Geor-
gian Bay of Lake Huron. Their dwellings were
bark cabins, clustered within stoutly-palisaded walls,
and near each fortified town were fields of corn,
beans, pumpkins, and tobacco. Agricultural in habit,
keen traders, and in the main sedentary, these semi-
naked savages made short hunting and fishing expedi-
tions, and laid up stores for the winter. They were
better fighters than the Algonkins around them, yet
were obliged gradually to withdraw northward and
westward from Iroquois persecution, and during the
period of the Jesuit missions were almost annihilated
by the latter. To the southwest, across a wide stretch
of unpopulated forest, were the allies and kindred of



